40        THE BREAK-THROUGH ON THE MEUSE
migration of the population played a big part in the six
weeks* campaign. I understand that there was at least
one bridge across the Meuse which was not blown up
because it was crowded with refugees, and the French
were not ruthless enough to destroy them with the
bridge. Other bridges were left through incompetence
or treachery, and in some places the Germans crossed
by driving a number of tanks into the river and rushing
the other tanks over on top. The advance was rapid
and ruthless. The Germans paid no attention to
refugees on the road, and even drove the tanks over
their own wounded rather than suffer delay.
While the most critical of battles was being fought
only twenty-five miles away we were getting resdess,
for we were deprived of all reliable news, being fed only
on what could be gleaned from refugees and straggling
soldiery. We were relieved when we saw our rather
agitated Press Lieutenant arrive, but he brought very
litde information apart from the fact that the big battle
was proceeding and that things were not going over
well. The German mechanized divisions had crossed
the Meuse and their tanks and armoured columns were
advancing rapidly. I do not believe that the G.H.Q.
of the 2nd Army itself had a very clear knowledge of
what was happening. They had moved during the night
to a chateau which had only one telephone and it was
difficult for them to make contact with anyone at first.
The Corap army was breaking up on the left of us a&d
the Germans had broken through the defences behind
Belgium, wrongly described as tike Maginot Line. We